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Reverie, describes his fancy of the Fame Machine, a
small carriage standing in the yard of a large inn " in
which there were an infinite number of waggons and
stage coaches, attended by fellows who either invited
the company to take their places, or were busied in
packing their baggage. Each vehicle had its inscrip-
tion, showing the place of its destination. On one I
could read, The pleasure stage-coach ; on another, The
waggon of industry ; on a third, The vanity whim : and
on a fourth, The landau of riches. . ..

" I instantly made up to the coachman, whom I
found to be an affable and seemingly good-natured
fellow. He informed me, that he had but a few days
ago returned from the Temple of Fame, to which he
had been carrying Addison, Swift, Pope, Steele,
Congreve,1 and Colley Cibber.2 That they made but-
indifferent company by the way, and that he once or
twice was going to empty his berlin of the whole cargo;
however, says he, I got them all safe home, with no
other damage than a black eye, which Colley gave
Mr, Pope, and am now returned for another coachful.
* If that be all, friend,' said I, c and if you are in want
of company, I'll make one with all my heart. Open the
door, I hope the machine rides easy.' c Oh, for that,
Sir, extremely easy.' But still keeping the door shut,
and measuring me with his eye, * Pray, Sir, have you
no luggage ? You seem to be a good-natured sort of a
gentleman ; but I don't find you have got any luggage,
and I never permit any to travel with me but such
as have something valuable to pay for coach-hire.*

1 Author of an excellent comedy, The Way of the World.

2 Poet laureate: a scurrilous,, witty character, and author of
several plays.